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SUBJECT: POLITICAL SHIFTS AND STRUGGLES WITHIN JAMAICAN CABINET 
AND JAMAICA'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

REFERENCE: KINGSTON 1769 

1. REPTEL REPORTED DOUGLAS PLETCHER'S (FORMER JAMAICAN 
AMBASSADOR TO US) ASSERTION THAT MODERATES WITHIN GOJ CABINET 
AND PNP HEIRARCHY NOW IN THE ASCENDENCY, AND THAT THE RADICAL 
LEFT IS NOW ISOLATED. DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH 
CHARGE APRIL 22 FLETCHER FLESHED OUT THOSE ASSERTIONS. 

2. PLETCHER CLAIMED THAT JAMAICA'S PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS 
CAN IN VERY LARGE MEASURE BE ATTRIBUTED TO PM MANLEY HAVING 
LET HIS RADICAL LEFT, BUT ESPECIALLY D.K. DUNCAN, EXERCISE 
DECISIVE INPLUENCE ON MANY KEY GOVERNMENTAL DECISIONS AND 
STRATEGIES POR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. THE SHIFT TO 

THE LEFT WAS PARTICULARLY DRAMATIC IN THE MONTHS 
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DECEMBER 15 GENERAL ELECTIONS 
GIVEN THE APPOINTMENT OF A NUMBER OP PNP RADICALS TO 
KEY MINISTERIAL AND OTHER POSITIONS. THE ONE EXCEPTION 
TO THIS GENERALIZATION WAS THE REMOVAL OP DUDLEY 
THOMPSON AS FOREIGN MINISTER AND HIS REPLACEMENT BY 
P.J. PATTERSON. THIS WAS THE RESULT OP A CONSCIOUS 
DECISION BY MANLEY - MADE EVEN BEPORE THE ELECTIONS 
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- TO ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE USG 
BECAUSE OE THE NEED EOR EXPANDED ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. 

3. THE SERIES OE "RHETORICAL AND ACTUAL LURCHES TO 
THE LEET" WHICH EMERGED IN THE EIRST MONTHS OE 1977 
EINALLY RESULTED IN THE MODERATE FACTION OF THE 
CABINET AND PNP REVOLTING AT THE RECENT PNP CONFERENCES 
IN OCHO RIOS AND MANDEVILLE. MANLEY WENT ALONG 

WITH THE MODERATES - IN PART BECAUSE IT HAD BECOME 
CLEAR TO HIM THAT NEITHER THE RADICAL LEET HERE "NOR 
THE CUBANS AND RUSSIANS" HAD ANY READY SOLUTIONS TO 
JAMAICA'S IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS. THESE PROBLEMS REQUIRED 
A RETURN TO MORE TRADITIONAL SOURCES OE ASSISTANCE, 
INCLUDING THE IME AND THE USG, AND THAT IN TURN 
REQUIRED MORE MODERATE MEASURES WITHIN JAMAICA 
THAN DESIRED BY THE LEET. 

4. ELETCHER ADDED AT THIS POINT THAT THE EOREIGN 
EXCHANGE CRISIS IS NOW SO SEVERE THAT HIS SON (RICHARD 
ELETCHER, MINISTER OE STATE EOR PLANNING IN THE 
MINISTRY OE EINANCE - WD THE MINISTER PRIMARILY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR PULLING TOGETHER THE EMERGENCY PRODUCTION 
PLAN) HAS SAID TO HIM SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE GOJ IN 

ALL LIKELIHOOD WILL HAVE TO DEEAULT ON A NUMBER OE 
GOVERNMENTAL EOREIGN OBLIGATIONS IN EARLY SUMMER - UNLESS 
NEW LOANS ARE ARRANGED IMMEDIATELY. 

5. TURNING BACK TO THE POSITION OF THE RADICALS, HE 
SAID THAT WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT, DUNCAN (MINISTER OF 
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NATIONAL MOBILIZATION AND PNP SECRETARY), SPAULDING 
(MINISTER OE HOUSING), AND SMALL (MINISTER EOR YOUTH 
AND SPORTS) ARE TO ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES ISOLATED. 

"EVEN ARNOLD BERTRAM HAS GONE OVER TO THE MODERATES 
AND DUDLEY THOMPSON IS PLAYING HIS USUAL OPPORTUNISTIC 
GAME BY NOW SIDING WITH THE MODERATES". 

6. ELETCHER ALSO COMMENTED THAT PUBLIC EVIDENCE OE 
THE TIGHT CONTROLS PLACED ON THE RADICALS IS THE EACT 
THAT DUNCAN, SMALL, AND SPAULDING HAVE DROPPED ALMOST 
COMPLETELY OUT OF SIGHT SINCE THE OCHO RIOS 
CONEERENCE. PREVIOUS TO THAT CONEERENCE, DUNCAN WAS 
MAKING HEADLINES ALMOST DAILY THROUGH A HECTIC SCHEDULE 
OE PUBLIC MEETINGS WHICH OEFERED UP A STEADY DIET OE 
"EXTREMIST RHETORIA". HE ALSO SAID THAT IT WAS 
INTERESTING THAT DUNCAN WAS NOT PRESENT AT THAT 
MORNINGS OPENING OE PARLIAMENT BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 
AND FPJ THE LATTER'S "SPEECH FROM THE THRONE". (NOTE: 

THE OPPOSITION ALSO BOYCOTTED THE MORNING SESSION. 
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THE OPPOSITION WAS PRESENT FOR PM MANLEY'S PRESENTA- 
TION OF THE EMERGENCY PRODUCTION PLAN LATER THAT SAME 
DAY, BUT DUNCAN WAS AGAIN ABSENT.) 

7. COMMENT: FLETCHER'S ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF THE 
LEFT/MODERATE STRUGGLE FITS OTHER INFORMATION WE HAVE. 
HIS COMMENT ON THE DISAPPEARANCE OF THE RADICALS FROM 
THE PUBLIC SCENE IS ALSO ACCURATE, AS IS THAT ON THE 
VERY NOTICEABLE FALLOFF OF RADICAL RHETORIC. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO WRITE OFF DUNCAN 
AND COMPANY IN TERMS OF EITHER THEIR DAY-TO-DAY 
INFLUENCE ON PM MANLEY, NOR WITH RESPECT TO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF THEIR EARLY REEMERGENCE AS MAJOR 
POWER FIGURES. SHOULD THE PRESENT ECONOMIC SITUATION 
CONTINUE TO DETERIORATE (AS WE EXPECT IT WILL), AND 
MORE TRADITIONAL SOLUTIONS AND SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE 
FAIL TO WORK MIRACLES, THE RADICALS WILL ASSERT (AS 
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THEY UNDOUBTEDLY NOW PLAN) THAT IT IS TIME FOR NEW 
AND RADICAL SOLUTIONS. 

DORRANCE 
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